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Uniquely Autumnal  
A New Year Begins in Ann Arbor 

Matthew Herring, A-T ’10 
ATCHA President 

Dear Brothers, 

Once again fall has arrived in Ann Arbor. 
Students are back on campus, Saturday afternoons 
are bustling with excitement, and Alpha-Tau is 
once again welcoming new members into our great 
fraternity. I have always believed that the fall 
months in Ann Arbor epitomize the college 
experience and provide a nostalgic excitement 
for re-engaging with the local activities in our 
favorite college town.  

Uniquely Autumnal continued on page 2…

 

Words From Our Alpha 

Asher Smith, A-T ‘21 
Chapter Alpha 

Hello Brothers, 

I hope that 2019 has been well for all of you. 
I wanted to provide a chapter update in the 
newsletter as to keep you all in the loop 
regarding house activities. We are always very 
appreciative of the extended hand of our alumni, 
and we all respect the tradition which this 
house holds so dear.  

It was very nice to see a group of alumni at the 
house for this year’s Homecoming weekend. 

Alpha continued on page 2…

 

Financially Speaking 

Matt Pattullo A-T ’87 
ATCHA Treasurer 

House Operations.  The good news is, we just 
about hit our budgeted numbers, even ending in 
the black (barely).  The bad news is that we 
created the budget anticipating that we would 
have to miss three house-lease payments, which 
is the start of a very concerning problem. 

Why are missed house-lease payments a big deal?  
The house-lease payment has three purposes: to 
pay the monthly mortgage payment, to fund the 
taxes, and to create a house reserve.  The first 
two purposes are self-explanatory.  The third – 
house reserve – is crucial to the future of the 
house.  The goal of building the house reserve 
is to 1) make sure we have the resources to make 
the necessary, unexpected, large house repairs 
(such as replace the roof, install fire escapes) 
as they arise, and 2) to fund planned projects 
to maintain and upgrade the house (refinish 
living room floor or the first-floor bathroom 
repair/upgrade.)When a house-lease payment is 
missed, that means the reserve is not funded 
(since we have  

…Financially Speaking con’t  
to pay the mortgage and taxes.)  
Most years, barring any unexpected 
repairs, 25 leases will allow us 
to break even, meaning pay the 
mortgage, pay the taxes, and fund 
the reserve.  In years past, there 
have been instances of a missed 
house-lease payment now and then 
(virtually every time it is due to 
an unexpected, large 
repair/maintenance bill, which is 
fine.)  However, for the 2018-2019 
year, we only had 20 Actives-
leases, and this led to the three 
missed house-ease payments, which 
led to a considerably under-funded 
reserve.   

Too much information?  Maybe, but 
let’s go back to the start of a 
“very concerning problem”.  This 
school year, we have only 13 
Actives-leases for fall, 12 for 
winter.  That means that the 
missed house-lease payments will 
be 55% of the total needed to pay 
the mortgage and taxes alone, 
which means that we will have to 
dip into the current reserves in 
order to meet our obligations. 

This is a serious issue and can 
only be addressed with getting our 
Actives-lease numbers way up.  
Twenty-five brothers living in the 
house is breakeven, and it should 
be the minimum we have at any time.  
In addition, in order to dig 
ourselves out of this hole and 
build our reserves back up to 
acceptable levels, we need to set 
a goal of more than 25 brothers 
living in the house for the next 
couple of years.  This is crucial 
for our finances, and for the 
chapter’s future.  

ATCHA. We had pretty good year.  
We hit our dues goal of $15k for 
the third straight year, and we 
were in the black about $800.  But 
this doesn’t build any reserve for 
the ATCHA, nor are we spending 
much to enhance alumni-active 
relations.  If we want to be 
proactive and build relations and 
enhance functions, we’re going to 
need to increase alumni dues by: 

1) increasing the amount each 
alumnus contributes – 
consider upping your dues 
payment by 10%,  

2) add to the number of alumni 
paying dues – if you 
haven’t paid dues or missed 
last year, please consider 



 

…Financially Speaking con’t 

3) supporting your brotherhood, and   
4) get the recent grads on board with dues – start small if finances are tight, but 

start early. 

Let’s have a great 2019-2020 school year, as alumnus, students and as brothers. 

If you would like to discuss our finances, or would like to help-out and volunteer, please 
feel free to contact me at treasurer@alpha-tau.org or 305-608-3225. Fraternally, Matt 

Join us via phone the 
second Tuesday of the 
month at 6pm Eastern for 
the ATCHA Monthly Board 
Meeting.  Details can be 
found at  
Alpha-Tau.org/Meetings 

 
Alpha continued from page 1… 

Jeff, ATCHA, and the brothers in the house 
were happy to accommodate all the 
necessities of that weekend, and we as 
actives are very thankful for all of that 
hard work. We have had a wonderful start to 
the academic year so far and are anticipating 
a much bigger remainder of the year. We hope 
that our philanthropy and brotherhood 
events, as well as the three rivalry home 
football games upcoming, can provide even 
more opportunities for actives and alumni 
can come together at the house.  

With the new deferred recruitment at the 
University of Michigan, the fall semester 
was much different than many of us were used 
to. We were able to recruit two sophomores, 
both of whom were very respected by the 
brotherhood. They both have heavy engagement 
in club sports at Michigan as well as many 
other resounding academic and personable 
qualities. While this recruitment number was 
low, we were also able to recruit almost 30 
freshmen who have interest in joining the 
fraternity as new members this winter. We 
will be moving forward with signing leases 

for the house in the next few weeks in order 
to secure one of our Executive Council’s main 
goals towards supporting the house. 

As many of our brother’s approach midterms 
and eventually finals, we are excited for a 
very strong ending to the academic fall term. 
We also have several social events and date 
parties lined up thanks to the hard work of 
our social and risk management teams. We are 
forming our philanthropy team to beginning 
preparing for our three large events that we 
will host throughout the rest of the school 
year, which we will be sure to extend the 
details about to the alumni.  

With my term as Alpha ending with the 
beginning of 2020, I personally wanted to 
again extend my appreciation for all of the 
generosity that the alumni have provided. 
The climate around Greek Life continues to 
change for the worse, and I am personally 
proud to head an organization that continues 
to live by its values. I have truly seen the 
effect that this has on young men and the 
university, and I am confident that with 
whatever changes the future may hold Alpha 
Tau will continue to thrive for years to 
come. 

I want to thank all of you for your help and 
support to the brothers of Alpha Tau. We as 
actives appreciate the history of this house 
as well as honor its alumni. If you have any 
questions or need to reach out to me for 
anything, feel free contact Jeff or myself 
at any time. 

Fraternally, Asher 

 

Uniquely Autumnal continued from page 1… 

We all have fond memories of football Saturdays, tailgates, and rousing renditions of Hail 
to the Victors. What makes our Michigan experience different from the rest of the 107,000+ 
in the Big House on game days is the bonds of friendship cultivated through our fall 
recruitment and the expansion of our great chapter’s membership each and every year. These 
lifelong friendships and connections made are at the heart of what our Alumni Association 
and fraternity are all about.  

So whether you watch the games at home on the couch, in the bar with your local M alumni 
network, or live in Ann Arbor at the World’s greatest college football Stadium, I wanted to 
provide a couple of opportunities to stay involved with your unique network of A-T Alumni   

Travel to a Game – ATCHA has worked hard with undergraduate membership to help foster a 
welcoming environment on game days. While Homecoming has always provided a great way to 
reconnect with ΧΦ, we welcome all of you to reach out to either myself of undergraduate EC 
members to discuss plans to visit the chapter house on football, hockey or basketball game 
days. We encourage you to meet our undergraduate membership, talk about fond memories, and 
ask them about how the chapter is doing.  

Participate on a Career Panel – The ATCHA Board is working with our undergraduate membership 
to host a multi-part in-person and online career panel to connect undergraduates with alumni 
with similar interests and professional goals. Whether you are an experienced professional 
willing to offer advice, answer questions, and discuss career paths, or you are currently 



 

a job seeker looking to network within the A-T alumni base – please reach out to me directly 
and see how you can get involved with this activity.        

As the leaders and best we all have much to offer. I encourage all of you to recall all of 
those great memories of fall, the friends you made and the reasons you decided to join this 
great ΧΦ Fraternity and reach out, get involved and help provide those experiences for 
generations to come.  Fraternally, Matthew 

 

 

Homecoming…More Than Just Football & Alumni 

This year the University of Michigan held it’s annual Parents Weekend the same day as 
Homecoming.  What a wonderful opportunity for Undergraduates and their Parents to meet an 
awesome group of Alumni!  Check out the entire Homecoming 2109 gallery at alpha-
tau.org/gallery. Special thanks to Bob Klaffke A-T’78 for his photography. 

 

Upcoming New Members 

On the edge of the University of Michigan campus, rush for fraternities recently wrapped 
up. 

However, because UM decided that its 57 fraternities and sororities would have to defer 
recruitment until January for freshmen we're unable to officially offer Bids to this group 
of new recruits. The university also is requiring new students to complete 12 credits and 
be in good academic standing before pledging a house. 

The fine men will be actively involved as Friends of Chi Phi until Winter Semester 2020 
when we'll be happy and honored to initiate a warm welcome to them to join our Brotherhood. 

Josh Gross - Los Angeles, CA 
Nick Hanna - Milford, CT 
Cal Hoss - Jupiter, FL 
Aidan Greenstein - Ft. Lauderdale, Fl 
Evan Blum - Atlanta, GA 
Jimmy Nelles - Chicago, IL 
Jake Cohen - Kansas City, KS 
William Carolan - Kansas City, KS 
Kian Dana - Newtown, MA 
Bradley Harrison - Baltimore, MD 
Sam Sannienola - Bowie, MD 
Andrew Roberts - Leland, MI 
Gabe Liss - Bloomfield Hills, MI 
Nick Lesha - Grosse Pointe, MI 
Nick Wilford - Saint Joseph, MI 
Cole Chaffin - St. Paul, MN 
Carson Britt - Summit, NJ 
Tim Stauder - Chester, NJ 
Harrison McCarthy - White Plains, NY 
Luke Herman - Brooklyn, NY 
Aaron Meyer - Columbus, OH 
Barrett Russ - Dallas, TX 
Deniz Evlioglu - Dallas, TX 
Logan Gare - Williamsville, NY 
 

More Homecoming Pics 



 

We celebrate the brothers who have made their commitment in FY19! 

Alpha-Tau Legacy 
$1000 

Anonymous Brother '88 
Robert W Browne '48 

 
Monk's Circle 

$500 
Matt Pattullo  '87 
Robert Klaffke  '78 
Steve Psarakis  '87 
Thomas Barrett  '65 
Donn Conner  '62 
Craig Zanot  '80 

Michael Cramer  '85 
Matt Clark  '07 

 
Swanson Society 

$250 
John Saveland  '68 

Chip Owen  '82 
Jason Stoops  '99 

M. Douglas Dunn  '67 
Geoffrey Feldkamp  '92 

Ernest Hawley  '63 
Jeff Dillon  '95 
David Fink  '82 

Barry Conybeare  '88 

Bruce Conybeare  '60 
 

1824 Club 
$182.40 

William Slifkin  '78 
Mark Saylor  '08 
Evan Chopp  '04 
Adam Hameed  '89 
Dave Rattner  '89 

Frederick Hahn  '96 
Montgomery Cornell  '87 

Spencer Walker  '79 
Mike Hargrave  '87 

 
1530 Washtenaw Society 

$153 
James Freeman  '59 

Brooks Sitterley  '58 
Josh Jacobs  '92 

John Flintosh  '59 
David Martin  '90 

 
Chakett Club 

$100 
David Greeley  '88 
Harry Evans  '57 
Michael Puff  '80 

Brad Holmes  '93 
Jon Lawniczak  '89 

C. J. Keller Smith  '89 
Michael Chill  '81 
Dean Savell  '59 
Mark Bushman  '89 
Adam Lytle  '03 

Howard Berman  '63 
Jim O'Kane  '88 

Frederick Tremblay  '63 
Douglas Piper  '64 
Milton Goetz  '53 
Gary Buhrow  '50 
Gary Parr  '80 

Robert C Antle  '42 
John Dewane  '62 
Ken Nisbet  '71 

Jon Garshick  '09 
Richard VanValkenburg '88 

David Finlay  '82 
Dean Shoucair  '89 
David Keyser  '63 
David Martin  '90 

Joseph Territo  '79 
Carl Borders Jr  '59 

Rob Wright  '85 
Dale Armstrong  '55 

Peter Geis  '57 
Peter Lopez  '86 

 
Scarlet & Blue Society 

$50 
James Cahill  '15 

Jeff Schattner  '05 
Jon Diebold  '64 
Eric Monberg  '71 
Mike Seidel  '62 

Gregory Avesian  '81 
Eric Monberg  '71 

Michael  Schmeltzer  '92 
Wayne Kuhn  '56 

Matthew Dulas  '04 
Joseph Blasius  '80 

James Wank  '69 
James Swinehart  '63 

Richard Weiermiller  '63 
Edward Furdak  '55 

Michael Schmeltzer  '92 
Kyle McGrady  '06 
Tom Witten  '76 

 
Other Contributions 

Jeff Velis '86 
R. James Bennett '62 

 

Your Support Makes It Possible 
 
Last year, 87 brothers paid their dues! Our goal for FY 2020 is 100 brothers for a 
total of $15,381.80.  You can help! Your support can help it grow even further by 
joining one of the following levels: 

Alpha-Tau Legacy Society ($1000+) | Monk’s Circle ($500 - $999.99)  
Swanson Society ($250 - $499.99) | 1824 Club ($182.40 - $249.99) 

1530 Washtenaw Society ($153 - $182.30) | Chakett Club ($100 - $152.99) 
Scarlet & Blue Society ($50 - $99.99) | Dues Supporters ($1 - $49.99) 

 

Don’t delay!  

Use the form below to show your support.  
Send checks to: ATCHA - 200 E Liberty #7785, Ann Arbor, MI 48107 
 

Name: __________________________________ Year: _________ Phone: ______________ 

Email:___________________________  

Address: ________________________________ City:______________________________ State: _____________ 

Zip:___________ 

Please accept my dues payment of $___________ { __ I wish to make this an anonymous payment} 

I would like to make this payment using:  

__ Check 

__ Credit Card – Online at Alpha-Tau.org/Dues or  

__ VENMO using @Alpha-Tau 

Special Message: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
       

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Badge # 
 

Frederick Huntoon   A‐T 1934 
2471 South Shore Drive 
Biloxie, MS   39532‐3005 

 


